EDITOR'S PREFACE
The importance of investigations into the life of people living
in rural areas has been generally recognised. It was emphasised
recently by the Royal Commission on Indian Agriculture which
pointed out the duties of the Universities in this connection. Though
systematic work of this character was first done in this Presidency
by Dr. Mann, the Punjab is more advanced at present inasmuch as
it has an organised body which carries out the work. So far as
this Presidency is concerned, the investigations of Dr. Mann
referred only to the Deccan. Other parts of the Presidency were
neglected for some time; a detailed survey of a Konkan village
was done in this School by Mr. V. G. Ranade during 1922-24*,
and published by the Provincial Co-operative Institute in 1926.
Gujarat has been hitherto neglected and the present work is the
first attempt to fill the gap.l
Any one interested in rural investigations of this character is
bound to be faced with several difficulties, the chief of which
will be with reference to the methods that he should adopt.
Existing village studies do not give a full explanation of the
methods followed in each case, the reader being left in most cases
to infer the method for himself. In view of the growing impor-
tance of such studies and the variety of problems which each of
them is likely to;-raise, a stucty of the method of investigation is
essential. This would on the one hand facilitate the work of
other investigators, and on the other hand enable comparisons to
be made between different studies. The present work is a
definite improvement in this connection, inasmuch as in addition
to a general explanation of the method . in. the introduction,
detailed explanations' "have been given throughout the text,
wherever necessary, and in the appendices. *
This was considered "specially necessary because of another
important 4?§arture which this study has made. The scope is
usually restricted to a few selected topics in most of the existing
1 See Appendix X.

